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COVID-19 OUTBREAK U.S. 


Feds pressured 
to track nursing 
home deaths 


Candice Choiand Jim Mustian Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Federal health officials are coming under 
increasing pressure to start publicly tracking coronavi- 
rus infections and deaths in nursing homes amid criti- 
cism they have not been transparent about the scope of 
outbreaks across the country that have already claimed 
thousands of lives. 

Experts say the lack of tracking and transparency has 
been a major blind spot, and that publicizing outbreaks 
as they happen could not only alert nearby communities 
and anguished relatives but also help officials see where to 
focus testing and other safety measures. 

“This is basic public health — you track this, you study it, 
and you learn from it,” said David Grabowski, who specializes 
in health care policy at Harvard Medical School. He said it’s 
difficult to have confidence in officials’ ability to contain the 
virus if they aren't tracking where it has struck and why. 

Such an action by the agencies that oversee the nation’s 
15,000 nursing homes is seen as long overdue, coming 
more than a month after a nursing home in Washington 
state became the first COVID-19 hot spot in the U.S. with an 
outbreak that ultimately killed 43 people and a near-daily 
drumbeat of new cases that in some cases has forced entire 
homes to be evacuated. 

In Oregon, more than half of the state’s coronavirus deaths 
are among people associated with senior care homes — 32 as 
of Tuesday and believed to be mostly residents. 
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Coronavirus cases 


In Oregon: 1,663 confirmed cases; 58 deaths 

In Washington: 10,694 confirmed cases; 552 deaths 

U.S.: 637,359 confirmed cases; 28,364 deaths 

Worldwide: 2,060,927 confirmed cases; 134,354 deaths 
Source: Oregon Health Authority, Johns Hopkins University as of 6 p.m. 
Wednesday 
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Despite economic fallout, the vast majority of Portland 
residents paid their rent in April A6 
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Where has all 
the traffic gone? 


With people told to stay home, Portland-area interstates open up 


Andrew Theen The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Weekday traffic on all four major inter- 
states in the Portland area is down 46% 
from levels last year, according to a report 
compiled by the Oregon Department of 
Transportation. 

Interstates 5, 405, 84 and 205 are all see- 
ing significant traffic declines, and the 
freeways are only becoming less congested 
as the weeks stretch on and our collective 
memories of a previous life fade away like 
Mt. Hood in the rear view mirror while 
driving on U.S. 26 toward Central Oregon. 

Traffic on weekends is down even more 
precipitously, the state report found. 

And as Portland police and other law 
enforcement agencies say that dramatic 
speeding on surface roads is up consider- 
ably, the state data show drivers are taking 
advantage of the free-flowing traffic condi- 
tions to rip through town. 

I-5, in particular, is seeing the most sig- 
nificant declines of metro-area freeways. 
The average weekend traffic was down 64% 
for the most recent full week of data avail- 
able (March 30-April 5). 

According to Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s first COVID-19 monitor- 
ing report, the largest decreases occurred 
initially on highways and freeways to the 
coast and mountains. The report looked 
at the change in traffic patterns in the past 
month, starting with the week schools 
closed, then subsequent weeks under a 
stay-home order as well. 

“The largest decreases occurred on Ore- 
gon 18, U.S. 26, U.S. 20, U.S. 30 and U.S. 101, 
which see high use for commute and recre- 
ation-based travel,” the state analyst wrote. 

Willamette Valley residents, it seems, 
were by and large avoiding the beach and 
the mountains, as directed. The drop on 
Highway 26, for instance, coincided with 
the city of Seaside’s order closing all its 
beaches after spring break tourists flooded 
in from Portland and elsewhere. 


SEE TRAFFIC, A8 


NEW IRS WEBSITE 
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What normally is bumper- 
to-bumper traffic looks like 
this on I-5 in downtown 
Portland during rush hour. 
Photos by Brooke Herbert, staff 


It’s not just the highways and 
interstates that have reduced 
traffic. Here’s downtown 
Portland during what nor- 
mally would be rush hour. 


There’s faster way to get stimulus check 


Sarah D. Wire Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON — Americans can speed up delivery of 
their coronavirus assistance payout through a new IRS 
website that launched Wednesday. The site allows them 
to provide bank account details needed to receive elec- 
tronic payment, and also to check when the payment 
will arrive. 

While some people logged in easily Wednesday and 
entered their bank account information or received a time- 
line for when their money would arrive, there were also 
reports from others who encountered delays or difficul- 
ties using the site. Many were faced with a message stating 
“Payment Status Not Available” or found they were unable 
to verify their identity or update their information. 


The IRS said it was looking into the complaints. 

To use the site, people will need information from their 
2018 or 2019 taxes to prove their identity, Treasury Secretary 
Steven T. Mnuchin said this week at the White House. The 
site also allows people who have already provided the IRS 
with direct deposit information to verify which account the 
government has on file. 

“You'll be able to put in your direct deposit information, 
and within several days we will automatically deposit the 
money into your account,” Mnuchin said. “We want to do as 
much of this electronically as we can.” 
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